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‘Our diversity is our strength’

Harmony Day celebrates Australia’s success as a diverse society united by a common set of values. It is
about bringing people together (EVERYBODY BELONGS) to promote Australian values and the Australian way of life. It’s a day to understand and commit to
the benefits of living in a country that embraces common values of respect, fairness, participation, acceptance and a fair go for all. At the school assemblies
aspects of Harmony Day will be presented. Classes will
explore Harmony Day in a variety of ways. Students
will be encouraged to reflect on their cultural background and come dressed in their traditional national
costume or the colours of a flag. Alternatively, students may wear something orange (e.g. t-shirt, ribbons,
hat, socks, scarf) as the official colour of Harmony
Day.

Sign up to our Twitter account to receive
good news stories about student learning
and achievement; quality teaching; 21st
century learning; extra curricula activities
and special school events.

One of the school’s most important functions is to
facilitate the development of leadership skills within our students. We aim to provide a range of opportunities, both within and outside the classroom,
where students can undertake roles and responsibilities that help in developing skills of leadership
e.g. decision making, communication and problem
solving.
There are a variety of roles and tasks that students
participate in that help in the development of leadership skills within each class; for example: class
monitors, leaders of class lines, classroom helpers, equipment monitors, lunch monitors, messengers & group leaders.
Across the school: library monitors (Yrs 5 & 6 students who undertake a training program), sports
monitors, SRC class representatives, school and
sports house leaders, flag monitors, recycling
monitors and K-6 buddies.
Each class from Year 1 elect their two Student
Representative Council (SRC) members and they
join our ten student leaders and eight sports house
leaders to form the SRC.
At SRC meetings the students have the opportunity to put forward and discuss ideas and suggestions from their classes about a range of topics:
school improvements, playground issues, school
environment, charities, school expectations and
school events. The class representatives are expected to take the information back to their classes. School leaders will meet with teachers or the
Principal to put forward the SRC’s ideas and
thoughts.
SRC class representatives for 2019 received their
badges at their assemblies this week. Please see
page 6 & 7 for a list of names and assembly
groups.

@newingtonpublic

1115 followers and still growing
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From your Principal
Term 1 School Statements

Thank you to the many families who have already completed payments for the Term 1 School Statement. The vast majority of these
payments have been made through the convenient on-line payment system, accessed through the link on our website.
Some of the costs listed e.g. Mathletics (K-6) and School Magazines (Yrs 3-6) relate directly to class and home learning and hopefully
teachers may have talked to these at our recent Meet the Teacher meetings. Gymnastic and movement skills are a compulsory part of
the PDHPE syllabus and to ensure the highest level of teaching in this area of our school, like the vast majority of public schools, outsources this aspect of the curriculum to qualified coaches, in our case through FLIP Sports. The P&C have endorsed this cost to parents
as very reasonable. Each class takes part in an 8 week program once during the year.

The ‘Book Pack’ cost is probably now not the right title, as it relates to a time where text books and some stationery items were purchased, however, now with no textbooks used in the traditional way at our school, the cost relates more specifically to photocopy paper
costs, where worksheets have replaced textbooks as a differentiated way of teaching groups within classes.
When compared to other public primary schools the costs we pass onto parents are very minimal.
The Voluntary Contribution is as the title suggests a voluntary payment the school is allowed to request—the funds here are used to
supplement the paper budget (we spent over $12 000 in 2018 on paper) and to purchase additional reading and technology resources
used in classrooms. We are very fortunate that the majority of families are committed to our school and in a position to be able to pay
this voluntary contribution. We offer a sliding scale dependent on the number of children in the family attending our school.
We are also thankful that the majority of parents at our school are in agreeance with the P&C endorsed request to supply some donated
items a such as tissues and hand soap for use in classrooms.
If at any time families are in a difficult financial situation and require assistance, such as instalment payments, delayed payments or reduced rates please make a time to speak with myself.

Contact details

Please ensure your contact details including your residential address and telephone numbers are up to date with our Admin Office. The
school does mail out certain documents and invitations as it is quicker to print out mailing labels than type multiple email addresses. An
example of this is invitations to our end of year Presentation Assembly—again last year at least 2 families missed seeing children receive awards at the end of last year as we mailed invitations to old addresses. If it is a change of address we require 2x proof of the new
address. Mobile and home telephone details of parents and emergency contacts are extremely important to keep up to date.

Reminder for parents and carers

I would like to remind parents that if you have an issue with a child at school, other than your own child, you should speak privately to
the class teacher, or to the Assistant Principal of the Stage. At school, no parent has the right to approach or reprimand any child other
than their own. Attached is our Home-School Communication policy for your information.

Adults in student toilets

Parents, carers, grandparents and other adults visiting our school are asked not to enter the student toilets. Should an adult require
toilet facilities whilst on our site please use the toilets in the Hall or contact the Admin Office.

Student leadership training

This year we will again implement a one day leadership training program for our Student Leaders, House Captains and SRC representatives on Monday 11 March. The day will be led by Mr Dalamagas and Ms Kogias. Students will be involved in activities that develop
communication, problem solving, decision making skills and meeting procedures.

Student safety on the internet

I was recently asked by a parent for information about the Momo challenge that her child had heard about from the internet. As with any
internet usage by children, parents need information and to be vigilant in monitoring what children are accessing through social media or
games. A good source of information for parents is the Commonwealth Government e-Safety Commission. Here is a link to a parent
information page: https://www.esafety.gov.au/education-resources/iparent
The e-Safety website also had specific advice about Momo. Follow this link: https://www.esafety.gov.au/about-the-office/newsroom/
media-releases/statement-esafety-advice-on-the-momo-challenge
I have asked teachers to monitor our students and any discussions around Momo here at school.

Ian Adamson
Principal
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From your Deputy Principals
Assemblies
The following classes were awarded Class of the Week for their display of PBL expectations:
Buruwang: KM and 2F
Cumberland:
6D and 4D
deCoubertin:
KA and 5/6H

Cleanup Schools Day
On Friday 1 March we held our annual Clean Up Day at Newington PS. Each class was given a designated area within the school grounds to clean up. What a great job the students did! They removed many bags of rubbish from garden beds, around classrooms and demountables and in play areas. Think globally, Act locally!

High School Enrolment for 2020
The process of enrolling in a high school has started for our Year 6 students. It is a very exciting time, but also
packed with lots of decision making and many administrative tasks, one being the completion of the High
School EOI (Expression of Interest) that will be issued to all Year 6 students Friday 8 March (7 March for parents
who attend the information session). This form is due to the school by Friday 15 March at the latest.
Parents have been encouraged to attend the information session this Thursday to address any questions, as
well as eliminate some of the common errors parents make with the form and/or process.

Parent Teacher Interviews
Parent-Teacher interviews will be held on Monday 25 and Wednesday 27 March from 3:10pm.
All interviews need to be booked online. Interviews are strictly 10 minutes.
BOOKINGS OPEN: Tuesday 12 March at 10am
BOOKINGS CLOSE: Thursday 21 March at 4pm
Some teachers have organised additional times to those listed. Please visit the website when bookings open for
these times.
Parents will have the opportunity to meet with EAL/
D, LAST and Reading Support teachers if their child
is directly involved in these programs. No booking
is required. These teachers will be available in the
EAL/D rooms (D8 and D22) or the Special Programs
room (outside the library) from 3:10-5:00pm on
Monday 25 March.
Parents can change their interview bookings, any
time prior to the closing date (Thursday 21 March), by re-visiting the www.schoolinterviews.com.au website,
and using the event code. Parents needing to change their interview times after the closing date should contact the school directly on: 97487933.

Seven Steps to Writing Success
Exciting gains have been made in terms of the school’s implementation of Seven Steps to Writing Success in Years 2 to
6. Last year, we invested in training our own Seven Steps
coaches, one per grade, and their maiden whole day training session was professionally delivered yesterday to our
Year 2 teachers and new teachers to the school. All teachers who participated found the day very engaging and
practical and are ready for full implementation in their respective classes this year. Well done to Mrs Organ, Ms Colley, Mrs Garlick and Mr O’Flaherty on their collaborative efforts as leaders of our Seven Steps Team.
Greg Weeks and Sarah Williams

Deputy Principals
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Calendar

Notices & Reminders

Thursday 7 March
Year 4 excursion– Elizabeth Farm
Friday 8 March
Summer PSSA Rnd 3
Monday 11 March
Young Leader’s Training Day
Friday 13 March
Summer PSSA Round 3
Wednesday 13 March
WSPSSA Zone Swimming Carnival (Auburn Pool)
Thursday 14 March
Selective High School Tests
Friday 15 March
Summer PSSA Round 4
National Action Against Bullying Day
Tuesday 19 March
P&C AGM 7.30pm Library
Thursday 21 March
Harmony Day
Friday 22 March
Summer PSSA Round 5
Saturday 23 March
P&C State Election BBQ
Monday 25—Wed 27 March
Parent-Teacher interviews
Monday 25 March
Swim School begins
Monday 1 April
Swim School second week
Tuesday 9 April
Easter SRE Assembly
Wednesday 10 April
ANZAC Assemblies
Friday 12 April
School Cross Country Carnival 9.15am
Winter PSSA Round 1
Last Day Term 1
TERM II
Tuesday 30 April
Students return for Term 2
Thursday 2 May
Year 2 Incursion
Friday 3 May
Winter PSSA Round 2
Thursday 9 May
P&C Mothers’ Day stall
Tuesday 14-Thursday 16 May
NAPLAN Testing Years 3 & 5
Tuesday 14 May
P&C Meeting 7.30pm
Monday 20 April
Kinder Incursion
Tuesday 28 May
Yrs 3-6 Athletics Carnival
Wednesday 29 May
WSPSSA Zone Cross Country
Monday 10 June
Queen’s Birthday Public Holiday
Tuesday 2-Thursday 4 July
Year 6 Canberra-Snowy Excursion

HOW TO PAY ON-LINE

Go to school website
Click—Payments Online
(Or use the link at the bottom this page)
Click on this link

Complete fields marked with

Payment Options

*

Choose Other
*Payment Description 1
(eg T 1 Invoice)
* Payment amount 1 ($xx.xx)
Click—NEXT (to add your credit card payment details)
Follow the prompts to complete payment.
Record the receipt number on any reply or permission
note. Send into Admin Office.

http://www.newington-p.schoolwebsites.com.au/parents-payment-online.aspx
Newington Public School
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Notices & Reminders
Year 6 Easter Raffle

Each year as part of being in their final year of primary school, Year 6
students have a celebration. This is held at the end of Term Four and
students are able to celebrate and farewell primary school. We need
your help to raise money for our farewell and our present to the
school. Each term we will be doing different sorts of fundraising.
This term we are holding an Easter egg raffle! Year 6 students have
been working hard providing lots of Easter Eggs which we will raffle.
There are lots of prizes to be won. Tickets will be on sale from MondayWeek 9. Year 6 students will be selling the tickets before
school, at recess and at lunch. They will be selling tickets at a table
outside the school hall. There are lots of yummy prizes to be won so
please buy lots! Tickets are 1 for 50c or 3 for $1 a maximum of $10
can be purchased.

LET’S BE ON TIME for
SCHOOL!

Students should be at school
when the morning bell goes at
8.55am
ready for classes to begin at
9.00am.
After 9.15am students and parents must report to the School
Office to collect a late pass
which is given to the class

Newington Public School

1.
2.
3.
4.
5.

SAFETY REMINDERS for
PARENTS & CARERS

No smoking or dogs allowed on school
premises.
Staff car park is not to be used as a walkway.
Visitors to the school during the school day
MUST sign in at the Admin Office.
Adult visitors to the school are asked not to
enter student toilets.
Drivers of cars are required to obey RMS
and Council parking and road signs/rules.
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School Programs
2019 Newington Public Clean up day - 1 March
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Positive Behaviour for Learning
Term 1 Week 7

Non-Classroom Setting

Everyone is
SAFE

Walkways

Term 1 Week 8

Non-Classroom Setting

Everyone is
RESPONSIBLE

Equipment

Behaviour






Keep left
Always walk
Look forwards
Keep walkways clear
Walk scooters and bikes

Behaviour



Wait for the teacher on
duty to arrive
Keep area food free

YEAR 4 EXECURSION TO ELIZABETH FARM
This term in History, students in Year 4 have been investigating different perspectives on the arrival of the British to Australia and
examining the impact of early British colonisation on Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander peoples' country. To assist with their
learning, the students had a fantastic opportunity to go on an excursion to Elizabeth Farm to take part in the ‘Transported in Time’ program.
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P&C
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Advertisements

Newington Public School:
proud to be part of the public education
system of New South Wales
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